
Service Learning at MBCI 

Why do we do Service at MBCI? 

At MBCI, we learn in the light of Christ. MBCI is a Christian independent school rooted in the 

Anabaptist tradition. As part of this faith tradition, service has always been at the heart of our 

faith in Jesus Christ. At MBCI, we seek to serve in a multitude of ways, both within our walls and 

beyond them. MBCI students in grades 5-12 are required to complete service hours as part of 

their Biblical Studies courses. The hope is that students can find service opportunities that align 

with their gifts and interests. Service opportunities help the community but also teach students 

to be engaged citizens. Many students go well beyond the required service hours indicating a 

desire to serve others. 

Service Hours 

All middle school students (Grades 5 – 8) will have facilitated service hours with their class as 

organized by their teacher. These are opportunities provided throughout the school year. 

Students in grades 5-8 do not need to organize their own service opportunities. 

High school students are expected to serve for a minimum of 15 hours each year at the place of 

their choosing. In addition to this, there will be one formal service day led by Crew teachers 

annually, in early October. 

High School students will track their service hours using Edsby Service Tracker. This will be 

explained to all students during Crew/SLG time at the beginning of the year and confirmed by 

Biblical Studies teachers at the end of the year. Students will need a supervisor, parent or 

guardian to sign off that these hours have been completed. These hours will accumulate 

through their entire MBCI high school years. 60 hours of service are required for graduation.  

Students who have not completed their service hours for the year will have this communicated 

on their report card comment and will need to make arrangements to complete the remaining 

hours before the next school year.   

**Note, exemptions will be made for students from September 2019 - June 2022 due to COVID-

19.** 

Service can take a variety of forms, including:  

• Helping in a Church setting with teaching Sunday School, being on a worship team, or 

summer outreach programs 

• Serving at events at MBCI (recruitment, sporting, etc.) 

• Helping your neighbors with yard clean up and/or snow removal 

• Volunteer hours at an organization like a thrift store or animal shelter 

• Summer Camp work 

• Other options 



Community Service Credit  

The Manitoba Department of Education offers a High School credit for the service that students 

do (Community Service Student-Initiated Project Credit or SIP). In order to obtain this credit, a 

student must complete 110 hours beyond the current 15 hours expected as part of the Biblical 

Studies credit offered here at school. A half credit of 55 hours beyond 15 hours is also available. 

These hours must be completed in the school calendar year.  

It should also be noted that this credit does not replace any of the 33 credits required for the 

MBCI Diploma. Therefore, the credit cannot be used to reduce MBCI’s minimum course load 

requirements. 

Guidelines for how to apply for and obtain this credit can be found in the MBCI Course 

Catalogue.  

Service Learning Journals  

There is great power in reflecting on new experiences. Often, listening and learning from those 

who are seeking to serve is the true lesson. Reflective journaling will reinforce and frame the 

experiences for students, helping them grow in their understandings.  

All High School students will submit two reflective journals about their service experience each 

year. These journals can be written or video form. This reflection will be completed throughout 

the year. These reflective journals will be submitted in Edsby through the Service Tracker and 

confirmed by Biblical Studies teachers at the end of the year. These reflections will build a 

portfolio of service over the high school experience.  

Middle school students will reflect on service experiences as guided by their homeroom 

teachers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Service Learning Journal Prompts 

You must complete 2 journal entries per year. Respond to the prompts and questions below 

using 1 – 2 pages, double spaced. Alternatively, you can answer these questions and submit a 

video of your responses. Please date and title your journal entry. You may respond to as many 

prompts as you would like. Please write out the question(s) you are responding to.  

These journal entries should be submitted in the Edsby Service Tracker.  

1. What did you do today? What did you learn from that experience?  

2. What questions do you have after your service experience? Describe these questions 

(what led to this question, how are you thinking about these ideas, etc.) .  

3. What more could we do to care for those in need? 

4. List one example of something embarrassing you said or did today, or something that 

made you uncomfortable. How did you respond?  

5. List and describe one or two things you saw that impressed you today.  

6. List and describe one or two things you saw that surprised you or left an impact on you 

today. 

7. Describe the nature of service work that you were involved in today. How did you feel 

that you were helping out?  

8. Reflecting on your own experiences, describe why volunteerism and service is important 

in our world.  

9. Describe a need you saw today. What is one thing you could do to respond to that 

need?  

10. Write about the organization that you worked with today. Do you think they are doing 

good work? Why or why not?  

11. Did anyone help you today? Did anyone serve you? How did it make you feel to be on 

the receiving end of service?  

12. Jesus says that when we help those in need, we are helping him. Did you see Jesus in 

anyone today?  

13. Write a poem that expresses an emotion or experience you had today. 

14. Draw a picture of something you learned today and explain the drawing.  

15. Tell me about something you did today that you have never done before. How did it 

challenge you and how did you meet that challenge?  

16. Describe someone you met today. What was their story? What did you learn from 

them?  

17. What skills do you have that can be used to serve others?  

 

 

 



Tracking Service Hours  

All High School Students at MBCI will need to record their service hours. Similar to Physical 

Education hours, these are required for promotion to the next grade.  

All service hours will be tracked through Edsby.  

1. Students will open the Service Tracker Application  

 

2. Next, you will click on Submit Hours.  



 

3. Here is where you will fill in all required information about your service. You will need to include 

the following:  

- Name of organization or person  

- Supervisor Name and Contact Information (Phone number or email)  

- A brief description of service 

- Date and Number of hours completed  

- You can also upload any Files you want to include. For example, permission 

forms, signatures, photos, etc. 



 

4. When this is completed, click Submit. Your Biblical Studies teachers will be approving 

and tracking your hours throughout the year. If you have any questions, please contact 

your Biblical Studies teacher.  


