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Emmit Hameed 
 

Emmit Hameed received nominations from students in virtually every grade, 

who highlighted what he has meant to our school the past four years. Emmit 

is a gifted drummer and percussionist; he is a strong singer; he is a leader in 

everything that he does; he understands music on a high level. Even though 

there were only three guys in the Grade Nine Choir, Emmit and the others 

made sure they were half the sound of the ensemble. Correspondingly in the 

Grade Nine Band, Emmit was one of only three percussionists who more than 

held their own. Emmit also drummed in the Junior Jazz Band, worship bands, 

Talent Chapel and other bands, and took lessons on both drums and piano. 

He has been the percussion section leader of both the Manitoba Junior and 

Intermediate Honour Band, and attended the Elmwood Junior Band Summer 

Camp, where he was invited to conduct the full band at the final concert. This 

year, Emmit anchored the Pit Orchestra for MBCI’s award-winning musical 

production of Beauty and the Beast, where he could be counted on to provide 

an unwavering groove on drums 100% of the time. In the words of his 

nominators: “it is evident that he loves music”, “has a strong passion for 

music”, “not afraid to sing out”, “willing to put himself out there”, “great at 

harmony”, “an awesome guy who gives it his all and sings like crazy”. Like 

many Music Award recipients, Emmit combines qualities rarely embodied in 

one person - extreme talent, humbleness, commitment, and a willingness to 

work hard. The sky is the limit as Emmit enters our senior ensembles, and we 

look forward to all that he has to offer. We know he will continue to make a 

huge positive difference!  
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Jocelyn Peters 
 

Jocelyn Peters received nominations from students in nearly every 

grade, confirming that she has made a sizable contribution to 

MBCI’s music program over the past four years. Jocelyn sang in the 

Grade Nine Choir and Junior Vocal Jazz, played alto saxophone in 

the Grade Nine Band, has taken part in Talent Chapels and worship 

teams, and also played in the Junior Jazz Band. She is one of those 

singers you notice right away when she isn’t there, and unfailingly 

inspires those around her to do their best. In Grade Seven, Joce lyn 

performed the lead role of Louisa in our school’s award-winning 

production of The Sound of Music, which went on to a Rainbow 

Stage High School Musical Award. A fabulous singer, Jocelyn was 

back on stage this year in our production of Beauty and the Beast. 

Nominators wrote of Jocelyn as a “fantastic musician” with a 

“breathtaking emotive voice”, “a positive leader who always shows 

humility, kindness, and encouragement to all”. In everything she 

does, whether in the music area or other aspects of school l ife, 

Jocelyn is a hard worker who loves what she does and never 

complains. She accepts others and is willing to work together with 

anyone. Her peers felt strongly about the powerful impact Jocelyn 

has had at MBCI and took the time to say so. Jocelyn is a good 

friend who gives much to others and has set an example to emulate. 

As she enters into our senior ensembles, we sense that the best is yet 

to come! 
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Jacob Sidhu 
 

Jacob Sidhu is a born performer and entertainer, who combines musical skill 

with a flair for the dramatic, and a keen sense of humour. He has been a part 

of the musical life of MBCI in many ways the last three years, playing 

percussion in the Grade Nine Band, singing in the Junior Vocal Jazz, playing 

guitar and soloing in the Junior Jazz Band, and playing bass guitar in 

worship teams and other bands. Jacob performed a guitar/vocal solo at the 

Junior Jazz Band concert at Concordia Place, and played piano in a 

Christmas ensemble at Donwood Manor. He has attended the Elmwood 

Junior Band Summer Camp for two years, and demonstrates a wide range of 

musical understanding. One of Jacob’s hallmarks is his versatility on a 

number of instruments, including every percussion instrument, piano, and 

guitar, and an ability to make it all seem easy. This year, Jacob proved to be 

a natural Le Fou, one of the lead roles in our school’s award-winning 

production of Beauty and the Beast, combining singing, acting, and dancing 

with slapstick comedy. One has to admire Jacob’s willingness to get roughed 

up on stage on a regular basis and generally doing what it took to bring the 

character alive. Nominators wrote of Jacob’s focus and consistency in 

rehearsal, and his love of music. Jacob always gives a sense of enjoying 

whatever he is doing to the fullest, and is able to lighten the mood in any 

situation. One nominator wrote of how Jacob had sat with them to figure out 

some music theory concepts, and how he is always eager to explain things to 

those needing help. Jacob will no doubt continue to be at the centre of our 

school’s music making these coming years! 
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Andrew Stoyko 
 

Andrew Stoyko has been involved in many areas of musical life in his four 

years at MBCI. He has been a first-rate trumpet player and section leader in 

both the Grade Nine Band and Junior Jazz Band, often soloing. In Grade Seven, 

Andrew played both guitar and mandolin in the Pit Orchestra of MBCI’s 

award-winning production, The Sound of Music. This year, Andrew was back 

in the Pit playing trumpet and piccolo trumpet for the award-winning Beauty 

and the Beast. He was also part of the student team for the Manitoba Music 

Conference. Andrew has played guitar and bass guitar in worship teams on 

many occasions, and this year agreed to fill the guitar spot in the Senior Jazz 

Band even while continuing to play trumpet in the Junior Jazz Band. He also 

plays bass guitar in his church’s Junior Praise Band. Andrew is constantly 

playing or thinking about music and spends long hours practicing, improvising, 

drilling, and pushing himself to higher levels. He is equally at home in many 

musical genres, and is acquiring new skills seemingly every day. In recent 

years, Andrew has begun to develop an exceptional high range on trumpet. He 

has been a part of both the Manitoba Junior and intermediate Honour Bands, 

and has attended the Elmwood Junior Band Summer Camp. Whatever ensemble 

Andrew is a part of, he fits right in. With his peers, Andrew is unfailingly patient 

and kind, always helping others and never drawing attention to his prodigious 

talent. When playing in older groups, Andrew comes prepared - always an asset 

to the ensemble. According to more than one nominator, Andrew is one of the 

most talented musicians in the school, and an amazing player on both guitar 

and trumpet. But an equal number of students wrote of qualities such as 

dedication, setting a good example, leadership, attitude and humility. We know 

Andrew will achieve great things in the coming years at MBCI! 
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Joel Ulrich 
 

Joel Ulrich has been a part of virtually every musical opportunity available 

to him over his four years at our school. He sang in the Grade Nine Choir, 

where he was one third of a relatively small guys section, yet the choir was 

balanced. Joel has been a strong flute presence in the Grade Nine Band. He 

played piano as part of the Grade Nine Worship Team. Joel was a part of 

both the Junior Vocal Jazz and Junior Jazz Band and played improvised flute 

solos. He has performed preludes and offerings in church, and performed in 

several chamber ensembles, including at the Junior Jazz Band concert at 

Concordia Place and the Grade Nine Christmas Recital at Donwood Manor. 

Joel takes lessons on both voice and flute, and has attended the Elmwood 

Junior Band Summer Camp the past few summers. In Grade Seven, he 

performed the role of Kurt in MBCI’s award-winning production of The 

Sound of Music. In Grade Eight, Joel successfully auditioned for the 

Manitoba Junior Honour Band on flute. This year in Grade Nine, he was 

again on stage as part of the cast of the award-winning Beauty and the Beast. 

Various nominators referred to Joel as “an amazing flutist, singer, and 

pianist”, and talked about his “golden tone” on flute. Students have said they 

look up to Joel as an example of dedication and commitment - not only as a 

fine performer on more than one instrument and voice, but one who is quick 

to volunteer, whether being on the student team for the Manitoba Music 

Conference, performing for an event, or sitting down to help someone else 

learn their music. We know Joel will continue to play a central role in our 

music program going into his senior years, and look forward to the benefits!  
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Natalie Warner 
 

Natalie Warner has been a part of many musical events and ensembles at 

MBCI, and has accomplished a lot in her first four years. However, several 

of her nominators focused on her qualities of character - her Christian faith 

and leadership, her kindness, thoughtfulness, being an attentive listener, and 

her encouragement to others to join in. Natalie played horn in the Grade 

Nine Band and sang in the Grade Nine Choir. She was a part of the Junior 

Vocal Jazz, and had been a member of the Junior Jazz Band. Natalie has 

been a part of three Manitoba Honour Bands, two at the Junior level, and 

once at the Intermediate this year. She has also attended the Elmwood Junior 

Band Summer Camp several times. Natalie was in the Nuns Chorus of 

MBCI’s award-winning production of The Sound of Music, and was back 

again on stage this year in the cast of the award-winning Beauty and the 

Beast. She has sung on worship teams at school and at church, and 

volunteered on the student team for the Manitoba Music Conference. Her 

nominators wrote that Natalie is “an awesome horn player”, “the kindest 

person in the Grade Nine Band”, “always smiles”, and “contributes to a 

friendly atmosphere in band”. She has a way of making people feel welcome 

and encouraged, and every ensemble or musical event she is a part of is the 

better for it. Natalie is always looking for ways to help others, and shows a 

high level of leadership in getting things to happen. We have been blessed by 

Natalie’s contributions to the musical life of our school, and we know that the 

senior ensembles will be the beneficiaries of her gifts and efforts in the 

coming years. 


