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Hello MBCI band students Grade 6-9 and parent/guardians, 
 
I thought that now would be a good time to send home a separate message reviewing practice record policies and 

procedures, given that students and parents read through a lot of information at the beginning of September, and it 

is easy to overlook some things. 
 
For example, did you know that handing in practice records can earn you up to 20% of your Term grade? Or that 

this mark is calculated from a grid by dividing the total number of minutes practiced by one less than the number 

of weeks in the term? Or if you are taking lessons on a second instrument such as piano, or guitar, you can count 

one half of the time spent on those other instruments, provided that that time is matched by individual practice on 

your band instrument? Or if you are a member of the Junior Jazz Band, you can count all that rehearsal time 

as 'practice', provided that that time is matched by individual practice on your band instrument? 
 
These and other details can be found in the band course outline, and are also are reprinted below for your 

convenience. If you have questions about any of this, please let me or Mr. Bergman know. 
 
Reading the above examples, you will notice that you could slack off one week and make up for it another, because 

the mark is calculated from the overall average, not the weekly mark we provide on your practice record. And in 

fact since we divide the total number of minutes by one less than the number of weeks in the term, you could miss 

a week altogether without your mark suffering. Technically, you could do all your practicing for the week or the 

term on the first day and get the same mark as someone who spreads it out evenly. But, that would not be a good 

idea. The result would be similar to eating a week`s worth of food all at once, or several month`s worth. Our bodies 

aren`t built that way. Regularly-spaced practice sessions are the best way to make progress. 
 
The self-discipline developed through a commitment to regular individual practice on an instrument is one of the 

many aspects of music making that extend way beyond music itself, and pay dividends throughout our lives.  
 
If you have questions about practice records, or any aspect of practicing, please let me or Mr. Bergman know. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Klassen (also on behalf of Mr. Bergman) 

 

 

 

.   



Getting Marks for Practicing = Handing in Your Practice Record 
 

Please study the following information on how practice records work: 

 
1. Blank practice records will be distributed the first class of each Term. Print your name on your practice 

record, put it on a sturdy piece of cardboard (for protection) and decorate it. 

 

2. Practice your band instrument at least five days a week either at home or before and after school, for a 

minimum of 100 minutes per week. Accurately and honestly record each day's practice time in the correct 

box. 

 

3. Ask your parent or guardian to verify the week's total by signing the practice record on Saturday and bring 

it in Monday for marking by Mr. Klassen. Place it in the IN box in the Main Band Room. You may pick it 

up after it has been recorded and marked, usually on the same day. (Check that it has been marked - if it 

hasn’t, there may be a missing signature or total, etc.) If you don't bring it in Monday, you have until the 

following Friday to be considered on time. After that Friday, it will be marked as late. If a practice total is 

eventually submitted after that, only 50% of the mark will be awarded. The first practice record is due 

Monday, September 21. 

 

4. You will receive a mark out of 20 for each week of practice using the scale below. Practicing the minimum 

100 minutes gives you a mark of 13 (65%). A perfect 20 is earned by practicing 200 minutes or more. The 

average band student will likely practice about 150 minutes per week. 
 

Grade 6 Practice Grid: 

 total minutes: 0-3 4-6 7-9 10-12 13-19 20-26 27-33 34-40 41-47 48-54 55-61 

 mark out of 20: 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 total minutes: 62-69 70-79 80-89 90-99 100-109 110-119 120-139 140-159 160-179    180+ 

 mark out of 20: 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 

Grade 7-9 Practice Grid: 

 total minutes : 0-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79 

 mark out of 20: 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 total minutes: 80-89 90-99 100-109 110-119 120-129 130-139 140-159 160-179 180-199   200+ 

 mark out of 20: 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 

5. It is strongly recommended that you hand in your practice record on the Monday of each week to reduce the 

possibility of forgetting. Practice records handed in on Monday will also receive ‘M’s which are worth 

bonus marks. 

 

6. As band members reach each higher grade level, they are expected to develop personal routines for 

practicing and take greater ownership of their technical progress. To reflect and encourage this direction, 

band members in Grade 8 may wait to hand in their record until after every two weeks, and Grade 9 until 

after every third week. In the final three years of the program, students gain entrance to the Concert Band 

through audition, and monitor their own practice without records. 

 

7. The report card practice mark, which is the one that counts, also out of 20, is determined by your weekly 

average at the end of the each term. Divide your total time by one less than the number of weeks to figure 

out this average, which is marked on the same grid as the weekly totals.  

 

8. Note that the total time will be divided by one less than the number of weeks per term when calculating the 



report card practice mark. This will have the effect of accommodating band members who would wish to 

practice less during holiday times, as well as those who would want to practice more during holiday times. 

In addition, the two weeks of the Christmas Break are counted as only one week of practice. 

 

9. Band classes and performances should not be counted as practice time. However, you may record rehearsal 

and performance time playing your band instrument in other ensembles such as Junior Jazz Band (25 

minutes each time), or ensembles outside the school, such as a church orchestra. Private music lesson time 

on your band instrument can also be recorded. However, the total of all such ensemble time must be at least 

MATCHED by individual practice on the band instrument on a weekly basis. 

 

10. Band members who are taking lessons on a second instrument may count ONE HALF the time of practice 

or lesson time on that instrument, provided that this amount is at least MATCHED by individual practice on 

the band instrument on a weekly basis. 

 

11. If you cannot practice the minimum time a certain week, because of illness, injury, or family trips, you can 

make up that time by additional practice in other weeks during the term. You should still hand in your 

signed record on time those weeks, even if the total is zero. Parents/guardians may request an adjustment to 

the practice requirement in these cases if circumstances warrant. 

 

12. Practice records will only be marked if accurate, properly and neatly totaled, verified by parent/guardian 

signature, and backed by sturdy cardboard with student’s name at the top. In an emergency, 

parent/guardians may leave an email message with a practice total by the Friday due date, if need be. 

 

 

If you have questions about practice records, or any aspect of practicing, please let me or Mr. Bergman know. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Klassen (also on behalf of Mr. Bergman) 

 

 
 


