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Welcome to Concert Choir!  You have chosen to become part of an incredible group of people!  Together we 

will create great music and great memories. 

 

“Any worthy amateur choral organization is built around only a single idea extended two ways:  a mutual and 

high regard for the music which is being performed, and a mutual and high regard for all the people with whom 

it is being performed.  A distinguished amateur chorus is so materially the product of devotion and self-

discipline that when these cease to be present there is no chorus.”  (Robert Shaw) 

 

Music is a universal language.  It touches hearts directly and intimately.  Making music is a way for people to 

learn to recognize beauty, celebrate life, and express hope in the midst of sorrow.  Music has the power to 

transport us into the realm of spirit.  It can bring us closer to God and to each other.   

 

You will make a difference in people’s lives because of your singing this year.  Hopefully your life will also be 

changed for the better! 

 

MBCI rotates through two year music cycle of an all school musical production and a major music tour for its 

senior ensembles. In recent years, MBCI has produced The Sound of Music, Fiddler on the Roof, The Wiz, and 

The Pirates of Penzance, all four of which have received the Rainbow Stage Performance Award.  Past tours 

have seen the Concert Band and the Concert Choir travel to Texas, Ontario/Boston/New York,  

Nashville/Chicago, New York/Chicago, Dallas/New Orleans, and Victoria, BC.   

 

This year will feature MBCI’s production of Beauty and the Beast, from April 22-25, 2015.  Musical 

productions are always a lot of fun, and create lasting memories with your friends!  Many students say it was a 

significant highlight of their time at MBCI.  I would like to encourage you to audition, as the chorus has a 

strong role to play in this musical.  There will be an information meeting at lunch in Jubilee Place on Tuesday 

September 9 day 4 for anyone interested in auditioning. 

 

Concert Choir Goals 

To rehearse and perform excellent choral literature in many styles and several languages.   

To connect with other people in our “global village” by singing their music. 

To develop vocal skills through warm-up exercises. 

To develop musical understanding and the enjoyment of choral music for its own sake. 

To learn to sing in harmony; to be able to sing an independent vocal line. 

To develop sight reading skills. 

To learn to listen and appreciate other choir members’ work and talent. 

To use the process of recording in the classroom as a tool for learning. 

 

Rehearsal Expectations 
Come prepared to enjoy types of music with which you are not familiar.  Keep an open mind to new ideas and 

musical pleasures.  You could be amazed.   

 

Class attendance is expected even during times of voice failure.  Wonderful things can still be learned just by 

listening.  Tell Mr. Taves at the beginning of class if your voice is not working. 

 



Good hygiene is important because we sit close together.  Your neighbor will also appreciate it if you don’t use 

perfumes or colognes; scents can sometimes trigger allergic reactions.   

 

Generally speaking, no one has permission to leave class to go to the washroom or to get a drink. So use the 

washroom some other time, like at break and lunch.  You may bring a small bottle of water into class, but not 

anything else.  Eat all food in the cafeteria.   

 

Cell phones and personal music listening devices may not be used in the choir room or at any concert.  Sending 

text messages or making calls during a class will result in your cell phone being taken away immediately and 

given to Mrs. Neufeld in the high school office.  It may also result in a parent/teacher/student conference to 

discuss your commitment to the choir. 

 

Realize that your presence and focused participation are immensely important to the success of the group.  What 

we do is 100% cooperative learning.  We need each other to do what we do.  You can’t tune with yourself!  In 

many courses if a student is not in class it does not make much of a difference to the progress of the class.  In 

choir it is very important that YOU are here!   

 

Your body is your instrument.  Take good care of it so that it works well for you.  Use common sense:  get a 

decent amount of sleep; drink enough water; eat healthily, be physically active, consider using a multi-vitamin; 

don’t yell yourself hoarse the night before a concert! 

 

Learn to come early to both classes and concerts.  Please arrive with your folder, music, and sharpened pencil 

and go immediately to your assigned seat.  Make sure you have no gum in your mouth.  Read what’s on the 

white board.  As you get the day’s music in rehearsal order, feel free to converse quietly with the people 

immediately around you.  Anticipate that the rehearsal will begin promptly at the second bell.  Come to order 

quickly.   

 

Participate whole-heartedly in every warm-up and rehearsal activity.  Trust that there are musical reasons 

behind them, and that by doing them you will make the group a better ensemble.  If for some reason during a 

group massage you don’t want one, still stand in the line and provide one for the person in front of you.  Be 

silent during the rehearsal if your section is not singing.  Be on task.  That means sing when your section is 

singing, and when singing stops, be silent and listen for the next instruction.  If a section is working on a 

musical idea, it will often apply to your voice part, too.  Making that connection helps us to be efficient.  There 

is a rhythm and pace to an efficient rehearsal and it is everyone’s responsibility to help make that possible. 

 

Write score markings carefully into your score when you are asked to do so.  When a chord is rolled on the 

piano to begin a song, your job is to realize which note is yours, and be singing it in your head until we begin.  

If we stand to sing, please do so in silence and move as one group.   

 

Take care of your music and your folder.  Take them home to practice your part, but bring them back to school 

for class.  It is best not to loan your music to anyone, but if you do, remember to get it back, otherwise you will 

be charged for replacing it. 

 

Be positive, compliment each other, and encourage each other to do their best! 

 

We need to put the welfare of the choir as a group ahead of our own individual interests.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Concert Expectations 

Music students at MBCI use a uniform for all performances.   

 

Ordered through the school: 

Boys will wear a black, long-sleeved dress shirt with a long red tie. 

Girls will wear a black, long-sleeved dress shirt with a red scarf inside the collar. 

 

Purchased at a local retailer by the student: 

Both boys and girls will wear solid black dress pants which hang from the leg.  Skirts and skin-tight yoga 

pants (like lululemon) are not acceptable.   

All music students will wear black socks and closed-toed black dress shoes, with no bare feet showing.   

We encourage students to NOT wear accessories, such as bows in hair. 

Belts must be solid black with a buckle that does not draw attention to itself. 
 

All music students will be sized during classes in September for the top portion of the uniform which will be 

ordered through the school.   

 

When a performance is finished, please keep your uniform totally on until you are no longer in the public eye.  

The audience should never see loosened ties or un-tucked, unbuttoned dress shirts. 

 

For every concert there will be a window of  check in time given, at the end of which you must be in your seat, 

in uniform, for a warm up.  It’s a good idea to arrive 15 minutes earlier, so that you have time to park, hang up 

your coat, use the washroom or get a drink.  As we file onto the stage, walk deliberately and briskly to your 

spot.  Sing energetically.  Let the audience ‘burst the bubble’ after a song. 

 

If we are the audience for another group, it goes without saying that there is absolutely no talking while they are 

performing.  We need to show other groups the same respect that we would want for our performances.  In this 

day and age of constant status updates and personal news feeds, it may be surprising to you that text messaging 

or giving a running commentary to the friend sitting beside you during a performance is rude, and will not be 

tolerated.  Talk between pieces, and never text during an entire concert.  Wait until you are out of the 

performance hall to do that.  If there is an emergency, excuse yourself after the song is done, and make your 

call/text in the hall.  No one should ever enter or leave the performance hall in the middle of a piece being 

performed. 

 

Different kinds of performances require different kinds of concert decorum.  In a school assembly we are 

sometimes asked to verbally encourage others on stage.  Sometimes that’s OK.  If we are performing in a 

church, we do not call out encouragements to people.  Applause after a band plays a tuning chord is 

inappropriate.  In a jazz concert it is appropriate to applaud a soloist immediately after their solo, while the 

music is still going, but this should not happen in other concert music.  In that case, the soloist will be 

acknowledged after the music is finished.  Sometimes after a reflective song is performed, applause should be 

delayed to ‘keep the bubble’ as long as possible.  Sometimes, after a profound piece, no applause is the best 

response.  Use good judgment when encouraging others’ performances. 

 

Performance Attendance 

Everyone must commit themselves to our concert schedule.  Remember to keep those dates on your family 

calendar so that you can plan other activities around them.  If you have a job, make sure your boss knows your 

performance schedule.  If you are on a sports team, make sure your coach knows your performance schedule.  

Work schedules, non-M.B.C.I. sports, and other after school events must be re-arranged to accommodate our 

performances, since this is a credit course towards your high school graduation.  If you need an official school 

letter explaining your school schedule to your employer or coach, I would be happy to write one for you.  

Teachers at MBCI will work together to try to avoid time conflicts within the program of the school. 

 



If a performance must be missed: If  a choir member is absolutely unable to attend a scheduled performance, 

they must email Mr. Taves at least three weeks prior to the performance date, requesting permission to be 

absent.  If three weeks notice is not given, you may lose up to 20% of your term mark.  If you do identify a 

conflict in writing at least three weeks prior to the event, and the conflict is not resolvable, you may be able to 

earn back some or all of the marks lost by not being at the concert.  Students taking part in a performance 

are expected to remain throughout the entire duration of the program, supporting the other ensembles as 

they perform. 
 

Evaluation 

The selection process in place for entrance into the course ensures that musical achievement standards, and thus 

also marks, will tend to be relatively high.  Of course, this depends on the motivation of the student.  The 

numerical grade given for each evaluation is not an end to itself, but should be considered a personal measuring 

device to challenge and focus the singer to higher accomplishment.  It is also an affirmation of growth.   

 

There are three parts to a term mark earned in Concert Choir: 

Performance ability  40% 

Rehearsal Skills  40% 

Assignments/Quizzes  20% 

 

Performance ability is measured by singing for the conductor in a one-on-one interview.  It is also measured by 

singing in quartets in class for the peers in your grade level.  It measures the following: 

The accurate learning of pitches, rhythms, vowel shapes, and text pronunciation.   

The use of dynamics, phrasing, and good vocal production. 

An appropriate sense of style. 

Communication using facial expression and body language in the character of the piece. 

Competence in singing a harmonic line independently. 

Memorization ability. 

 

If time before the end of a term allows, a student may, on their initiative, retake a performance test and if 

improvements are noted, the mark will increase. 

 

Rehearsal skills are the conductor’s perception of students’ classroom manners, efforts, attitude, and usefulness 

to the choir.  It can be measured by arrival times:  being late to class is defined as not being in your assigned 

seat at the second bell.  Marks will be deducted after the second late of a term.  Commitment to the group by 

respecting concert dates and by helping out without being asked (eg. in setting up or cleaning up) are part of this 

mark. 

 

It can also be measured by how much a student makes eye contact with the director during rehearsal, how 

willingly a student follows instructions, and how enthusiastic a student appears.  Body posture, both sitting and 

standing, are indicators of participation.  

 

One of the larger indicators of positive participation is how much a student contributes to the momentum of a 

rehearsal by refraining from talking.  Persistent talking during rehearsals will result in a maximum rehearsal 

skills mark of 10/50. 

 

Up to 20% of a term’s mark may be from short assignments and/or quizzes.   

 

Bonus Marks 

Students may influence the participation part of their mark by as much as 5% by taking private voice lessons 

with a registered music teacher (MRMTA).   Students may also attend off campus choral concerts and submit a 

one page review, the program, and ticket if applicable, for a maximum of 2% per term. 

 



Important Dates To Put On Your Family Calendar 

 

Uniform Sizing   September TBA 

 

Opening Program   Tuesday September 23  7:30 p.m. check in between 7:00 and 7:15 

 

Choralfest    November TBA (during class time) 

 

Between Friends Concert 

With Prairie Voices   Saturday November 15 (afternoon and evening) 

 

Christmas Concert   Tuesday December 9  7:30 p.m. check in between 7:00 and 7:15 

 

Chapel Performance   TBA 

 

Church Visitation   TBA, January 25 or February 1 

 

Choral Concert   Tuesday March 17  7:30 p.m. check in between 7:00 and 7:15 

 

Spring Concert   Tuesday May 26  7:30 p.m. check in between 7:00 and 7:15 

 

** One month’s notice will be given for any additional concerts. 

 

MBCI Dress Rehearsals Schedule 2014-2015 (for the major school concerts) 

Opening Program:  Tuesday September 23 day 2 

Period 3:  Concert Choir has a regularly scheduled class 

 

Grade 9-12 Christmas Concert:  Tuesday December 9 day 3 
Period 5:  Concert Choir excused from class from 2:16-2:53 

 

Combined Choirs Rehearsal in Preparation for Choral Concert:  Wednesday March 11 day 2 

Period 3:  Regular Concert Choir class (other choirs join us) 

 

Choral Concert:  Tuesday March 17 day 5 

Period 3:  Concert Choir excused from class from 11:45 to 12:22 

Period 5:  Concert Choir excused from class from 2:50-3:30 

 

Grade 9-12 Spring Concert:  Tuesday May 26 day 1 

Period 5:  Concert Choir excused from class from 2:40-3:30 

 

Fundraising  

MBCI organizes several fundraisers throughout the school year in order to help students offset the cost of 

school events. Money fundraised may be used toward activities that students participate in during their 

time at MBCI, excluding tuition. (For example, students may begin fundraising this year for trips in future 

years.)  More information about the type and dates of these fundraisers will be announced in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Concert Choir Commitment Form 

 

Hand in this completed commitment form as soon as possible or before  Monday September 15 day 2 for 

5% of Term 1.  Marks will be deducted after September 16. 

 

For Parents: 
We have read the Concert Choir course information with our student. 

We have the performance dates on our family calendar. 

We understand the importance of our student’s commitment to being at concerts until the concert is completed, 

and we will support our student in the commitment they are making. 

 

 

_________________________________  ______________________ 

Parent Signature      Date 

 

 

For Students: 
I am committed to singing at all our concerts.  

I will stay at each concert until it is finished, even if we are not the final group performing.   

I will be a respectful and appropriately encouraging audience member. 

I will conduct myself by the highest standards at all times, because I am an ambassador for M.B.C.I. 

 

 

_________________________________  ______________________ 

Student First and Last Name (please print)   Date 

 

 

Email Communication 

This course outline will be emailed to your family email by Monday September 8.  Please email me back 

by Tuesday September 16 at the latest, and include any additional email addresses (student email, parent 

work email, etc., which you would like me to use to send information home this year. 

 

 

 

 


