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 metaphor    simile     simile  

       

 hyperbole  personification   personification  
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Poetry Unit 
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For this Unit, you will complete:

1. Draft #1 – Original Poetry Slam 

2. Draft #2- Original Poetry Slam  

3. Final Draft –Original Poetry Slam - 
50% of Original Poetry Slam
4. Original Poetry Slam Performance - 




         30 Points
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Poetry Slam Assignment
30 points

What is poetry slam?
Simply put, poetry slam is the competitive art of performance poetry. It puts a dual emphasis on writing and performance, encouraging poets to focus on what they're saying and how they're saying it.

What is a poetry slam?
A poetry slam is a competitive event in which poets perform their work and are judged by members of the audience. Typically, the host or another organizer selects the judges, who are instructed to give numerical scores (on a zero to 10 or one to 10 scale) based on the poets' content and performance.

What are the rules?
Though rules vary from slam to slam, the basic rules are:

· Each poem must be of the poet's own construction;

· Each poet gets three minutes (plus a ten-second grace period) to read one poem. If the poet goes over time, points will be deducted from the total score.

· The poet may not use props, costumes or musical instruments;

· Of the scores the poet received from the five judges, the high and low scores are dropped and the middle three are added together, giving the poet a total score of 0-30.

(Poetryslam.com- FAQ)

· You will write, memorize, and perform a slam poem for our 3rd MBCI Poetry Slam Expo

· The written portion of your poem will have three drafts; Drafts #1 & 2 will be evaluated and reviewed by two of your peers and the final, finished draft (#3) will be evaluated by me, your teacher, for a grade of 30. Draft 1 & 2 are worth 50% of this portion of your assignment and the final draft is worth the remaining 50%. Failure to come to class with the draft (drafts) of your poem will result in a zero score for that draft.
· You must perform the poem in class, and the performances should take you three (3) minutes. Like the official rules, a 10 second grace will be allotted, but following said graced time points will be deducted.  This performance will be evaluated by your teacher, two peers and a guest judge. Like the official rules of the Poetry Slam Competitions, the lowest and the highest grades will be eliminated and the three (3) remaining marks will be averaged out for your final performance mark out of 30. 

· Topics of your Poetry Slam must come from a Social or Global issues that you feel presses most deeply on your conscious. Your slam must be original, use appropriate and powerful language, images, metaphores and/or similies. 

· Performance dates will be announced and performance order will be determined by lot.

· Top 5 Slammers will compete at the Lunch time Semi-Finals

· Top 10 Slammers from the Lunch Slams will compete at the Slam Finals for the Coveted Slam Cup!
Poetry Terms 


/48 marks

Name:________________________________   Class A   B   C   D

1. Please write a definition for each of these words. Do not simply copy a definition from a text or web source. You must write the definition in your own words. (1 mark)
2.  Please provide an example of each term – original or quoted/sourced. (1 mark)
1. Denotation: 
2. Connotation: 
3. Imagery: 
4. Metaphor:
5. Simile:
6. Metonymy: 
7. Personification:
8. Synecdoche:
9. Symbolism:
10. Allegory:
11. Paradox:
12. Hyperbole/Overstatement
13. Litotes/Understatements:
14. Verbal Irony:
15. Sarcasm: 
16. Dramatic Irony:
17. Situational Irony:
18. Allusion
19. Tone:
20. Alliteration: 
21. Assonance: 
22. Consonance:
23. Internal Rhyme: 
24. End Rhyme: 
Spoken Word Performance Rubric

Performer’s Name:                                    
Class I.D. _________
 
  Assessor’s Name:

	
	0-2.9

(0 -29%)
	3-4.9

(30-49%)
	5-6.9

(50-69%)
	7-8.9

(70-89%)
	9-10

(90-100%)

	Impact/Entertainment value
	- People do not want to listen to or watch the performance because the performer does not grab their attention.

- Does not create a “vibe”.

- Does not consider the audience’s reactions (e.g., does not wait for quiet before beginning and allows time for them to laugh, think, etc.)
	- People listen very little to or watch the performance because the performer does not grab their attention.

- Does not create a much of a “vibe”/mood.

- Permformer mostly ignores the audience’s reactions (e.g., does not wait for quiet before beginning and allows time for them to laugh, think, etc.)
	- Most people are interested in the performance.

- Often, but not always, considers the audience’s reactions (e.g., allowing time for them to laugh, think, etc.)
	-People are quite interested to listen and watch the performance.

-Performance is quite interesting to watch.

-Performer creates a  very good”vibe” /mood through out the peformance. 

-Performer mostly considers the audience’s reactions(e.g., waits for quiet before beginning and allows time for them to laugh, think, etc.)
	- People want to listen to and watch the performance.

- Interesting to watch and listen to.

- Creates a strong “vibe” through the performance.

- Considers the audience’s reactions (e.g., waits for quiet before beginning and allows time for them to laugh, think, etc.)

	Expression
	- Does not use a strong, clear voice and many people in the audience cannot hear the words.

- Speaks too quickly or stumbles/stops frequently in performance and thus it is too difficult to follow or understand.

- Does not vary the pace (speed) of the poem to make it more interesting or easier to understand.

- Speaks at the same volume level throughout the performance.

- Speaks in a monotone (same expression throughout) voice.
	- Does not use a strong, clear voice and most people in the audience cannot hear the words.

- Speaks too quickly or stops too often and thus is difficult to follow or understand.

- Does not vary the pace (speed) of the poem to make it more interesting or easier to understand.

- Speaks at the same volume level throughout the performance.

- Speaks in a monotone (same expression throughout) voice.
	- Uses an audible and clear voice so that everyone can hear the words.

- Speaks at a speed that allows the audience to understand the words.

- Shows some variation in the pace (speed) of the poem.

- Shows some variation in the volume level of their voice to add emphasis to certain parts.

- Sometimes varies the tone (expression) of their voice.
	Uses a  good clear voice so that everyone can hear and understand the words.

- Speaks at a very good  paces that allows the audience to understand.

- Variance of the pace (speed) of the poem  is very good and makes it more interesting to listen to and easier to understand.

- Very good variation in the volume level of their voice that seems well planned as they make the poem more interesting, meaningful and easier to understand.

- Consistently varies the tone (expression) of their voice.
	- Uses a strong, clear voice so that everyone can hear and understand the words.

- Speaks at a speed that allows the audience to understand.

- Varies the pace (speed) of the poem  is extremely well done and serves to make it more interesting to listen to and easier to understand.

- Variation in the volume level of their voice is excellent and is well planned as they make the poem very interesting, meaningful and easier to understand.

- Consistently varies the tone (expression) of their voice.

	Body Language
	- Stands in a way that makes them look nervous (e.g., looking at the ground, arms crossed, hands in pockets, fidgeting, etc.)

- Does not use his/her body to make movements or gestures that make the poem “come alive”.

- Does not use facial expression.
	- Stands in a way that makes them look nervous (e.g., looking at the ground, arms crossed, hands in pockets, fidgeting, etc.)

- Uses  his/her body very, very little  thereby making the perforamnce “flat” and “lifeless”

-Uses very little facial expressions.

	- Looks at the audience.

- May use gestures and movements that relate to the poem every now and again, but often seems to forget about them. OR, overuses gesture so that it is distracting and often without clear purpose.

- Sometimes uses facial expression to add meaning to the poem.
	- Stands very confidently (looking at the audience, arms open not crossed, is not twitching or fidgeting).

- Uses his/her body very well to make movements and gestures that relate to the poem and make it “come alive”.

- Uses facial expression frequently and apporopriately to add meaning to the poem.


	- Stands confidently (looking at the audience, arms open not crossed, is not twitching or fidgeting).

- Uses his/her body to make movements and gestures that relate to the poem and make it “come alive”.

- Consistently uses excellent and well rehearsed facial expression to add meaning to the poem.



	Totals
	
	
	
	
	


	Category
	5

Master of Area is most evident and  demonstrates strong consideration, effort, editing and originality


	4

Strong evidence of effort, thought, editing and creativity


	3

Acceptable level of effort and creativity. However, writing lacks editing and planning.


	2

Lacks effort, editing and creativity. Writing is plaqued with errors and is overall weak.


	0-1

Writing is very poor, overall lacks any effort and forethought. Demonstrates a rushed, unedited and non-original peice of work.
	SCORE

	Development of Theme. Theme is creatively presented and stitched through out the poems stanzas.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Creativity & Non-cliche phrasing & sentences. Writer uses varying sentence lengths, a variety of creative sentences to purposefully produce the poems necessary pacing, tension and theme development.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Word Choice Writer uses strong, vivid, powerful words that evoke emotions, images and tension.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of Figurative Language & Literary Devices. Writer uses a variety of these devices to enhance the poems intent, set up mood, imagery and impact.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of Rhythme and/or Rhyme

Writer uses both or either of these elements to produce a smooth flowing and necessary pace to the poem as deemed by the theme/intent of the poem.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Conventions of Writing

Writer uses proper punctuation, words are correctly spelled and proper tense is used through out.
	
	
	
	
	
	


Total           /30
Comments:
 Literature Analysis Guide: Post-It-Notes
  
          

Figures of Speech 
Poem title and author:  ________________________________

Directions:  Read the assigned poem, identify figurative language, record examples on post it notes, place the post-it notes on the template to match each category. If you do not find an example of a figure of speech listed below, leave the box blank. 

Each post-it note must include:  ( Line number from which the annotation came

     ( The Figure of Speech written correctly 

	metaphor
	
	simile
	
	Allegory

	
	
	
	
	 

	hyperbole
	
	Imagery
	
	Personification

	
	
	
	
	

	litotes 
	
	synecdoche/metonymy
	
	symbolism

	
	
	
	
	

	paradox 
	
	Alliteration 
	
	Assonance  

	
	
	
	
	


50% of Original Poetry Slam 





30 Points
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Name _______________________
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Figures of Speech 

Poem title and author:  ________________________________


Directions:  Read the assigned poem, identify figurative language, record examples on post it notes, place the post-it notes on the template to match each category. If you do not find an example of a figure of speech listed below, leave the box blank. 

Each post-it note must include:  ( Line number from which the annotation came


( The Figure of Speech written correctly 

		metaphor

		

		simile

		

		simile



		

		

		

		

		 



		hyperbole

		

		personification

		

		personification



		

		

		

		

		



		litotes (understatement)

		

		synecdoche/metonymy

		

		symbolism



		

		

		

		

		



		additional example

		

		additional example

		

		additional example
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